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MET’s  Mission Statement
The Mathematics Education Trust channels 
the generosity of contributors through the 
creation and funding of grants, awards, 
honors, and other projects that support the 
improvement of mathematics teaching and 
learning. 



MET Board of Trustees
4 appointed members with 4 year terms and 
the Executive Director of NCTM

Johnny Lott, Chair Carol Edwards
    Oxford, MS     Chandler, AZ

Fern Tribbey Linda Fulmore
    Northbrook, IL     Cave Creek, AZ

Robert Doucette, NCTM Executive Director

David Shayka, Director for Business Services & Chief Operating Officer
     Reston, VA



How MeT works to Achieve its mission

Supporting  
Mathematics 

Educators
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How MeT works to Achieve its mission

Building 
the Future



How do we do it?



Awards, grants, and scholarships



A MET Grant Example
7-12 Classroom Research Grant

Awardees 
Joel Amidon,  
University of Mississippi 

Virge Cornelius  
Morgan Trevathan 
Lafayette High School, Oxford, MS



7-12 Classroom Research Grant

Purpose of this grant is to support and 
encourage classroom-based research in 
precollege mathematics education 

Research must be a collaborative effort



7-12 Classroom Research Grant
Possible Research 
• Curriculum development/implementation 
• Involvement of at-risk or minority students 
• Students' thinking about a particular math 

concept or set of concepts 
• Connection of mathematics to other disciplines 
• Focused learning and teaching of math with 

embedded use of technology 
• Innovative assessment or evaluation strategies



• Due twice per year 
• First week of May 
• First week of November 

• Typically for one year of work 
• Applications are brief 
• Funding within two months 

• Go to http://www.nctm.org/Grants/ 

MET Grant Applications

http://www.nctm.org/Grants/
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A MET Grant Example
7-12 Classroom Research Grant

Creating space for advancing the 
progressive teaching of mathematics



space



space
the freedom and scope to live, think, 
and develop…



motivation







Research Questions



Research Questions
What does it look like to create space 
for teachers to advance their teaching 
practice given the pressures of high-
stakes testing? 
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Teacher

Mathematics Students



“Teaching actions proceed simultaneously in relations with students, with content, 
and with the connection between students and content...”(Lampert, 2001p.33)
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JOEL AMIDON is an assistant professor in the Department of Teacher Education at the Uni-

versity of Mississippi, P.O. Box 1848, University, MS 38677; email: jcamidon@olemiss.edu. His 
research interests include advancing theories of teaching and learning and the improvement of 
mathematics pedagogy to address issues of equity and diversity. 

Teaching Mathematics as Agape: Responding 
to Oppression with Unconditional Love 

 
Joel Amidon 

University of Mississippi 
 
In this essay, encouraged by the critical examination of mathematics education 
and mathematics teacher education at the Privilege and Oppression in the Math-
ematics Preparation of Teacher Educators Conference, the author asks the ques-
tion: What do I do from a position of power and privilege to interrupt oppression 
and enable everyone the opportunity and expectation of success in mathematics 
and life? The author proposes a response with agape (pronounced ägäpā), or un-
conditional love. Starting with the question What would it mean to teach mathe-
matics as an act of unconditional love? the author theorizes an ideal relationship 
between students and mathematics that is functional, communal, critical, and in-
spirational, generated from wanting to teach mathematics as agape. 
 
KEYWORDS: equity pedagogy, mathematics education 
 

y decision to pursue a career in mathematics education was immediately 
affirmed by the images of all my white, middle-class, male, mathematics 

teachers who looked just like me, even down to the thick-rimmed glasses, and the 
occasional use of a pocket protector. Given that inequity exists in the world, there 
is no denying that I am sitting on the side of privilege. In response to this realiza-
tion and encouraged by the critical examination of mathematics education and 
mathematics teacher education at the Privilege and Oppression in the Mathemat-
ics Preparation of Teacher Educators (PrOMPTE1) conference, I ask the question: 
What do I do from this position of power and privilege as a mathematics teacher, 
researcher, and teacher educator to interrupt oppression and enable everyone the 
opportunity and expectation of success in mathematics and in life? In this essay, I 
propose to respond with agape (pronounced ägäpā), or unconditional love. I theo-
rize an ideal relationship between students and mathematics that is functional, 
communal, critical, and inspirational, starting with the question: What would it 
mean to teach mathematics as an act of unconditional love? 

                                                        
1 Privilege and Oppression in the Mathematics Preparation of Teacher Educators (PrOMPTE) 
conference (funded by CREATE for STEM Institute through the Lappan-Phillips-Fitzgerald CMP 
2 Innovation Grant program), Michigan State University, Battle Creek, MI, October 2012. Any 
opinions, findings, and conclusions or recommendations expressed herein are those of the authors 
and do not necessarily reflect the views of the funding agency.  

M 

http://ed-osprey.gsu.edu/ojs/index.php/JUME/article/view/207
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Circuit Training -- Solving Quadratic Equations (Mixed Methods) 
 
Beginning in cell #1, solve the quadratic equation by the indicated method.  In each case, to 
advance in the circuit, you will need to do something with your solutions and then hunt for that 
answer.  Mark the next cell #2 and proceed in this manner until you complete the circuit. 
 

Answer:  -1.2 
#1     Solve by factoring:  !! − !9! = !0 .   
          
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Now, find the product of your solutions.   

Answer:    !! 
 
# _____     Solve !(! − 1) = 30 by factoring. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Now, find the sum of your solutions. 

Answer:     16.75 
# _____     Solve by the quadratic formula. 

!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! − 2! = 8 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Now, find the smaller answer. 

Answer:     0.7 
# _____     Solve by completing the square.  
To advance in the circuit, hunt for twice the 
larger root.  !! − !9!! + !3! = !0 

Answer:     − !
! 

 
# _____ Solve by factoring !! − 2!! − !8! =
!0.!! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Now, find the larger of your two solutions. 

Answer:      1 
# _____     Solve by graphing.   
                 Sketch the picture!  9 − !! = !−7 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Now, find the smaller of your answers. 

 
© Virginia Cornelius 2014 
 
 

Circuit Training -- Solving Quadratic Equations (Mixed Methods) 
 
Beginning in cell #1, solve the quadratic equation by the indicated method.  In each case, to 
advance in the circuit, you will need to do something with your solutions and then hunt for that 
answer.  Mark the next cell #2 and proceed in this manner until you complete the circuit. 
 

Answer:  -1.2 
#1     Solve by factoring:  !! − !9! = !0 .   
          
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Now, find the product of your solutions.   

Answer:    !! 
 
# _____     Solve !(! − 1) = 30 by factoring. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Now, find the sum of your solutions. 

Answer:     16.75 
# _____     Solve by the quadratic formula. 

!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! − 2! = 8 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Now, find the smaller answer. 

Answer:     0.7 
# _____     Solve by completing the square.  
To advance in the circuit, hunt for twice the 
larger root.  !! − !9!! + !3! = !0 

Answer:     − !
! 

 
# _____ Solve by factoring !! − 2!! − !8! =
!0.!! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Now, find the larger of your two solutions. 

Answer:      1 
# _____     Solve by graphing.   
                 Sketch the picture!  9 − !! = !−7 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Now, find the smaller of your answers. 

 
© Virginia Cornelius 2014 
 
 



Students
Process
Product

Teacher

Process & Product

Mathematics



Students
Process
Product

Morgan

Process & Product

Mathematics



Students
Process
Product

Morgan

Groups

Mathematics



Research Questions
What does it look like to create space 
for teachers to advance their teaching 
practice given the pressures of high-
stakes testing? 
How do teachers choose to improve 
their practice? 
How do you sustain professional 
learning?



Research Questions
What does it look like to create space 
for teachers to advance their teaching 
practice given the pressures of high-
stakes testing? 
How do teachers choose to improve 
their practice? 
How do you sustain professional 
learning?



Students
Process
Product

Virge

Math Circuits

Mathematics



Students
Process
Product

Virge

Math Circuits

Mathematics

MTE



Students
Process
Product

Virge

Math Circuits

Mathematics

MTE



Students
Process
Product

Virge

Math Circuits

Mathematics

MTE



Students
Process
Product

Virge

Math Circuits

Mathematics

MTE



Students
Process
Product

Morgan

Groups

Mathematics



Students
Process
Product

Morgan

Groups

Mathematics

MTE



building community



building community



Students
Process
Product

Morgan

Groups

Mathematics



Students
Process
Product

Morgan

Groups

Mathematics

MTE



She said she was puzzled by her 6th period class, 
and she even said “embarassed”.  She said she 
didn’t know how to handle the class because they 
are constantly talking and cannot efficiently deliver 
material.  She was embarassed by their behavior 
and didn’t know what to do.
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Products
This research should lead to a draft article 
suitable for submission in the Mathematics 
Teacher Educator, Journal for Research in 
Mathematics Education, or in one of the 
NCTM school journals.
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